Nasal tip necrosis--an unusual presentation of rheumatoid vasculitis.
We describe an unusual case of cutaneous necrosis of the nasal tip presenting to a facial reconstructive surgeon. The patient had developed this painless necrosis over a period of about 10 days. Her past medical history included rheumatoid arthritis. She described an exacerbation of her arthritic symptoms in the weeks preceding the development of the nasal tip necrosis. Her rheumatoid arthritis had been managed with corticosteroid and immunosuppressive therapy for more than 3 years. She had not previously experienced extra-articular manifestations (EAMs). A biopsy was taken and histological analysis identified a lymphocytic vasculitis. She was referred to her rheumatologist, and surgical management of her necrotic nasal tip commenced.